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14.04.2020    

 

To, 

Commissioner 

Raipur Municipal Corporation 

Raipur, C.G. 

 

Subject:- Regarding the spread of jaundice in the Municipal Corporation of Raipur. 

Ref:- WPPIL No. 30/2014, Mukesh Dewangan vs State of Chhattisgarh pending adjudication 

before Hon’ble High Court of Chhattisgarh. 

 

Respected Sir, 

 

Apropos, it is submitted that the under-signed has been appointed as Amicus Curiae by the Hon’ble 

High Court of Chhattisgarh in the matter bearing WPPIL No. 30/2014, Mukesh Dewangan vs 

State of Chhattisgarh, dealing with the issue of contamination of potable water and presence of 

E-coli bacteria, in city of Raipur. It has come to the notice of the under-signed that due to the 

supply of contaminated water by your Corporation in various wards of the Raipur municipal limits 

there has been outbreak of Jaundice/ Hepatitis E. 

 

That, recently the total number of cases of jaundice has reached to 200 as per the newspaper reports 

which requires urgent and efficient efforts on your part to curb the menace of the disease in your 

municipal limits. It is pertinent to mention at this stage that vide the order dated 02.05.2018, the 

Hon’ble High Court in the aforementioned matter was pleased to direct the supply of water to 

certain wards in the Raipur Municipal Corporation namely Neharpara and Mowa by way of supply 

of water through tankers. It is submitted that the said order has not been vacated by the Hon’ble 



High Court which implies that your Corporation is bound to supply water by tankers to the said 

areas. The relevant portion of the order reads as under:- 

 

“Read order minuted this morning. This case is again taken up at 4 p.m. in furtherance of 

that order. Shri A.K. Malwe, Executive Engineer, Water Supplies, Municipal Corporation, 

Raipur is present. It is submitted by the learned counsel for the Raipur Municipality that 

five tankers have been exclusively dedicated for supply of good quality drinking water to 

the affected area and 25 trips have operated today for supply of water. It is also submitted 

on behalf of the Corporation that three static water tanks with capacity of 3000 liters per 

tank have also been provided at strategic points in the affected area. This will augment the 

requirement for pure drinking water.  

The learned Amicus Curiae submits that they have also certain inputs that some 

action has been taken in this regard.  

With the aforesaid, we take up I.A. No. 16/2018 filed by respondent No. 6 seeking 

that the order issued yesterday i.e. 01/05/2018 be modified. We have bestowed our anxious 

consideration to that request. We are not satisfied that time has come to vacate or reduce 

the terms and rigor of that order, however, since we are of the opinion that Raipur 

Municipality has demonstrated positive action today, the period for compliance of the 

order issued on 01/05/2018 for providing alternate shelter will stand deferred for the time 

being. 

Unless the situation in hand is reported to be under control as regards health 

issues, particularly E-coli presence in the affected area, this matter will continue to be 

listed for monitoring through inputs by the learned Amicus Curiae and the Raipur 

Municipal Corporation as well as the Board and Chhattisgarh Environment Conservation 

Board and the State Government.” 

 

The undersigned is well aware that your good office is working under war-head situation to keep 

the COVID-19 at bay but the rise of jaundice patients in some parts of Raipur city due to poor 

quality of water cannot be neglected; infact, in the current scenario it is even more important to 

protect the citizens from such disease and to take every endeavor in this regard. And therefore, the 

undersigned being the Amicus Curiae in WPPIL No. 30/2014, advise you to supply potable water 

through the same mechanism, i.e by tankers to affected areas. It is also advised that the pipelines 

passing through drains, in the affected areas, be immediately replaced and chlorinated water be 

supplied to the residents thereafter.  



 

It is irony that while people are combating Covid-19, their fear is escalated owing to your failure 

to check the spread of jaundice. It is expected that proper and immediate steps would be taken at 

your end to curb the menace of the jaundice along with battling Covid-19 pandemic.  

 

In anticipation of urgent action on your part. 

 

Regards, 

 

Sd/- 

Saurabh Dangi 

(Amicus Curiae) 

Advocate 

Bilaspur, C.G.      

 

  

 

Copy to- 

1. Member Secretary, Chhattisgarh State Pollution Control Board, Raipur 

 


